Workplan

ITALO CAININO




Ste p 1 Presentazione

* Read the Presentazione at the beginning of the book and underline the important bits:

- It was written by Calvino himself to explain this book and it will give many clues on
* The structure of the whole book
* The main character and the minor ones
* The typical plot of the short stories
* The setting
 His stylistic choices and their reason
* Main themes recurring in the whole book

* Underline in different colours if possible, and later use the same colours to point out
relevant passages in the book itself, for instance:
- Main themes > pink
- Stylistic details > yellow
— Characters > green
- Setting > orange
— Structure (and plot) > blue

 Add colour coded bookmarks to relevant stories:

- In some cases Calvino points out the right story to look for when citing a particular feature: look
for the story and add a colour coded bookmark to it, using the same colours of the higlighters.



Ste p 2 Preparation

* Prepare lists in post-it or notebook that you can keep with you

while you read.

— Each list should show its coded colour

— The lists should summarise the main themes and sub-themes in a

word or as few words as you can

* Main themes: ex. Nature Vs modern life, Consumerism, etc
» Stylistic details: ex. Lyric tone, down-to-earth tone
* Characters: ex. M.’s innocence, M.’s work, the kids, etc
e Setting: ex. the city, the factory, the seasons, etc
« Structure (and plot): sketch structure, etc

* Keep the lists close to you or in the book while you read, so you
can remind yourself what to look for in the book.



Ste p 3 First reading

 Read the book

* Prepare a short summary of each story in a notebook or on
post it

- Keep it short, just an overview of the plot for quick reference

— Also note down in a bullet point style:
* the season
 the setting
* if there are minor characters mentioned

* If possible, leave a space underneath the summary for later
on (to jot down bullet points of themes or structure/style
aspects useful for references)



Step 4 Second reading

Second reading of the stories, underlining all the passages that are about:
* Main themes
» Stylistic details
* Characters
» Setting
 Structure (and plot)

Use the lists that you have prepared to jog your memory about what to look for.

Use the appropriate colour code for the underlining

Place colour coded bookmarks in the book for faster future reference:

- Which bookmark for which story? Try and evaluate the strength of the reference, and
use the colour of bookmark referring to the theme that is best represented in that
particular story. (A story may have structure, characters and stylistic details, for
instance: try and choose one or two of those maximum, based on the strongest and
clearest reference cases that you can use later on to justify your reasoning)

* Add to the notebook sheet or post it for each story the word or few words
describing the themes and style/structure that can be found in that story, bullet
point style for quick reference.



Step 5 Third reading

Focus on a particular theme in the whole book:

— Find all the stories where you can most clearly find that theme using the colour coded
bookmarks and highlighted passages

- Jot down a writing chart about that theme in a notebook sheet or post it colour coded with
the same colour for the theme. Write:

* what the author is saying about that theme (in a sentence),
» what references you would use to justify your statement (title of the story, short sentence for reference)

Focus on each theme in turn, and do the same.

Now do the same for style and structure, using only the most clear and strong
references.
Do the same about the setting:

- How can you see the seasons changing in the whole book, story by story and how are they
important for the plot/character? (you only need a few clear examples as references)

— The modern city
— The modern place of work, the Company

On the bottom of each topic sheet, jot down Italian key words that you can use in
your speaking and writing of that topic.



Step 6 Fourth reading

* Look at one theme and its reference stories and find how it connects (if it connects)
to the general themes and sub-themes of the exam:

— | cambiamenti della societa italiana (sub-themes: L'evoluzione della famiglia italiana;
L'istruzione; Il mondo del lavoro)

- La cultura politica e artistica nei Paesi di lingua italiana (sub-themes: La musica; | media; I
patrimonio culturale)

- L’ltalia una societa in evoluzione (sub-themes: L'impatto positivo dell'immigrazione in Italia; |
problemi della migrazione in lItalia; Il divario Nord-Sud)

— Dal Fascismo ai giorni nostri (sub-themes: L'ascesa di Mussolini al potere; Il Fascismo
durante la Seconda Guerra Mondiale; Dalla dittatura alla democrazia)
* In a notebook sheet or post it, jot down a writing chart about the general theme and

how it connects to the stories in the book. Write

« what the author is saying about that theme (in a sentence),
» what references you would use to justify your statement (title of the story, short sentence for reference)

* Do the same for all the general themes (some themes or sub-themes will not be
relevant: just leave them and focus on the ones that are)

* On the bottom of each topic sheet, jot down Italian key words that you can use in
your speaking and writing of that topic.



Use your resources for writing
practice

* You should now have:

- A sheet for each story, that summarises what is in it
(plot, characters, setting, + themes)

- A writing chart for each theme, with references and
keywords in Italian

- Writing charts for exam themes connected to the
book, with references and keywords In Italian

* The book should be highlighted and
bookmarked in colour codes for quick reference.



