Phonics

The good news is that there are clear rules about how Italian sounds are
speled. Of course, people hav e different accents, depending on where
they come from or their background, but the basic patternsbetween

sounds and their spellings are regular and quite easy to learn compared
to some otherlanguages.

Vowels

Each of the five vowelshasits own sound:
aasin hat

e asin pet

i asin feef

o as in clock

U asin boot
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SCUro cucina scuola cuoco cuore

[necessary]

veloce voce cellulare dicembre necessario
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schi/maschera scherzo schermo
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gallina bofttega regalo gamba pagare

[long] [place] :

lungo gomma luogo golf lago
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agno I montagna bagno disegno Spagna  giugno

Double consonants in Italian are pronounced much more forcefully than
a single consonant.The easiest way to do this is fo shorten the v owel
sound which comes before them. Compare these words below.

sette palla
‘CED“
nonno pollo  sonno nono  polo SONo
h f H in Italianis ' [why? /
C.I||W(:,r1y5 @ [l have] becquse]
slient. . ,
ockey hotel ho chiuso perché
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